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EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT : SEPTEMBER QUARTER, 1940. 


The latest available statistics, from various sources, which offer 
some indication of the movement of Employment and Unorploynent throughout Australia 
have been issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson). 

Employment in Factories: The number of persons employed in Austra- 
lian factories in 1939-40 was 27.9% greater than in the pre-depression year of 
1928-29, and 1.6% greater than in the year 1938-39. When the growth in employee 
population is taken into account, the 1939-40 index number was Lael greater than 
the 1928-29 index and 0.4% greater than the index for 1938-39. 

A comparison of factory employment in August, 1940 (the latest month 
for which figures are available for all States) with July, 1940, shows the follow- 
ing estimated percentage changes:- New South Wales, +1.53 Victoria, -0.7; Queens 
land, +1.63; South Australia, +2.4; Western Australia, -0.9; Tasmania, nil; 
Australia, +0.8 (or taking account of the growth of employee population, +0.7). 


Employment in Retail Stores: The index number for Australia for the 
year 1939-40 indicates a 30.9% increase in employment since July, 1933 (the first 
date for which figures are available), and an 0.7% increase since 1938-39. When 
the growth of employee population is taken into account an increase is shown of 
22.0% since July, 1933 and a decrease of 0.4% since 1938-39. 

A comparison of employment in retail stores in August, 1940 (the 
latest month for which figures are available for all States) with August, 1939, 
shows the following estimated percentage changes:- New South Wales, +0.8; Vic- 
toria, +2,2: Queensland, nil; South Australia, +1.8; Western Australia, -1.83 
Australia, +1\2 (or taking account of the growth of employee 


Tasmania, +2.2§ 


population, +0.1). 
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hii kote M.129,539 if 635,581 | W.29,014 |W. 16, 039 77,703. | 4M.315,944 

Phoyess 1928-29 | a ana’g0 | mastass | tise s376_ nl 2194799 el ee es 7 | 

Ave me (cpl T's 7 9 T. 9,984 431 

Tear mr) “its eis ihe ia TT ‘we F Cee ides heh ay dee a, ee a ea 

| 1926~27 100 | 96 | 99 1102} 99/1 a 101} 89} 997113} 109 jasal 9 | 9 _ 01 | fh 105} 88 | a 101.5! 97.8 | 100.5 | 105.9 | 102.0 | 104.9 | 

| 1927-28 99 | 9% | 98 |100| 98) 100 | 101 | 92] 99 | 196 106 | 106 | 98 | 97 98 | 107) 104 | 106] 100.4] 97.8) 99.7} 102.5 | 99.8 | 101.7 

| 1928-29 100 Bo 100 |100 | 100 , 100} 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 100 | 100 | 100 j 109 | 100 | a 100.0 | 100,0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 ; 100.0 
1929~30 90] 91} 90) 96) 98) 97] 95 | 94} 941 87 | 89} 87] 941! 98 | 94} 105} 99|104| 92.4| 94.6 | 93.0] 92.0 | 92.91 91.5 

| 1930-31 «=| 68| 75| 70) 78| 83| BO} 83) 85; 84] 63) 71] 64| 68/1 76| 69) @5| 83) 84] 72.9| 79.1] 74.6] 71.0] 76.4] 72.4 

} 198182 6 | 66 | 69] 77| 90) 81) 76) sé | 79] 61 | 16 | 64| 61| 75 : 63] 84 | a5| 70.4| 84.1] 74.1 67,7 | 80.0 | 71.0 

| 1932-33 «|| «93 | a6] 76 | a7 | 102 | o2| 80 | Sy 82| 68 | 8a | 71 | 68 | 81] 70} 86} 90} 87) 77.6) 93.1 | 81.8 | a 87.3! 77.4} 

; 1933-34 | 82 94{ 85 | 96 |107/ 100 | 86 99| 68] 77| 89) BO) 75) 85) 71 | 93| 89| 92) 86.1! 99.4) 89.7] 80.8) 92.0] 84.0] 

| 1934-35 93) 107} 97 |106 } 113) 108! 92)105| 94) 89| 97| 91) 83] 92] 85) 101) 97) 100) 26,3| 108.4] 99.6] 89.4] 98.9, 92.2 

| 1935-36 104 | 116} 107 |117 | 119] 127| 971110! 99}104}110}105| 99] 106 | 100 112 | 103 | 110 | 107.0 | 116.2 | 109.4 | 98.4 | 108.0 | 100.2 

| 1936-37 ae 125 115 |123 | 121] 123 | 103 | 116 | 106 | 110 113 | 111 | 107 | 113 | 108} 122} 103 | 118 | 114.4 | 121.2 | 116.3 | 104.1 | 108.3 | 105.3 

| 1937-38 Lal) aed-| et | iat | 164 130] 32 | 423-) 114 |a20 | tai) dad | 10) aie 4 1a 130! 108 | 125 | 122.9 | 128.0 | 124.3 | 110.7 | 133.0 | 121.3 | 

| 1938-39 124 a 127 |132 | 127 | 130| 117 | 127 | 119 | 128 | 12¢ | 119 | 120 | 119 | 122 137 | 115 | 132 | 124.4} 130.0 | 125.9 | 110.9 113.4 | 111.6 

| 1989-40 | nea, 129 {130 | 136 | 132} 119 | 133 pe 128 | 136 | 121 | 105 } 123 | 108 | 143) 222 | a 123. 9 138.5 | 127.9 | 109.5 | 119.5 ae 

b938- August.. el 137 | 127 }129 | 125 | 126 | 123 | 126 | 123 | a15 | 122 | 126 eee aie) ae alee oe 122 | 128.8 | 129;% | 125.2: | 120.4-)48d52 4a 

| September! 124 | 138| 127 1130 | 127| 129] 123 | 127 | 124 | 115 | 222 | 126 | 109 J 129 | 111 | 131} 105 | 125 | 124.3 | 130.5 | 146.0 | 111.2 | 114.3 | 112.0 

! Sones 1224 | 140 | 128 | 132 | 128 | 131} 121 | 130 E | 117 | 123 | 118 | 110 | 120 j222 | 135 | 107} 129] 125.2] 131.9 | 127.0] 111.9 | 115.4 | 122.8 

November 126 | 140 | 128 | 133 | 129 132 | 120 | 131 | 122 ee 124 | 118 | 111 | 120 | 133 | 136 | 106 | 129| 125.5 | 132.1 | 127.3 | 112.1 | 115.5 | 113.0 

| December | 123 | 2 127 | 133 | 126 | 131 129 | 120 | 118 ee 112 | 121 peel = 108 | 132 | 125.1] 130.6 | 126.6 | 111.6 | 114.0) 112.2 
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MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT EXCLUDING WORKING PROPRIETORS (a) 
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TR Te RT mn ry a ws i te te ee Tee ete 
1939- January | 122 |129/ 123/130} 118 ee | 121 | 120| 120 | 123 | 120} 109 | 118] 111) 143] 121 138 | 122.3 | 122.5] 122.4| 109.0 | 106.9 | 108.4 
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July (a) Mir) 123 Pe aaa: 
August.. te ean Meee se | Pee Ver oe 
September 126 | 124 | 125 1125 | 123 | 129| 124 
October £29) 130), 4305030); 127.) 1291) 127 
November Not 131] 131} 136133 | 125 | 136 | 127 
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December | Avail- | 133 132 | 133 (132 | 116 | 134 | 121 sa 132 | 122 | 107 | 127 | 111 139.6 | 129.6] 111.3 
able | 
1940- January | } 231/131] 145 [136 | 108 | 122] 111 | 119 | 135 | 122] 107 | 123 | 120 44.3} 128.8} 108.6 
February / 131 | 134] 142 137] 112] 132{ 116 | 119 | 143| 123} 107 | 120| 109 | 153/ 120] 145 | 125.6 | 143.2 | 130.4| 110.8 
March .. 133 | 135 | 143 [138 | 115 | 148 | 121 | 122 | 144 | 126 | 105 | 121 | 108 | 155 | 135 | 152 127.2) 146.4 1992.3 | ayer 
April .. 130/135) 146 |139 | 115] 132 | 128] 123 | 149] 127] 105 | 122 | 108 | 152] 134 | 1481 125.81] 146.0| 131.2! 110.8 
May .. 125 | 133 | 141 |136 | 122 | 133 | 124 | 123 | 142 | 126 | 104 | 126 | 108 | 152] 145 | 151 | 124.0] 140.7| 128.61 109.2 
Tune. 130! 132} 142 1135 | 125 | 129] 125 | 121 | 140| 125 | 102 | 122 | 106 | 148| 157 | 150 | 125.6 | 142.6 | 130.21 110.6 
July .. 133; 131 | 140/135 | 129 | 128 | 129] 120] 140} 123] 101 | 124 | 106 | 142! 160 | 146 | 126.6 | 144.1 | 131.3] 111.4 
August.. | 135 | 131 | 140 /134 | 132 | 131 | 131 | 122 | 142 | 126 | 101 | 123 | 105 | 142/ 159 | 146 | 128.0 193,4) 4125 
1901 100 150 147 | 92 49° 
tories in Sample ; Len aeS, Be ma ah <7, cen 
Percentage of | | 
papkoyes in 86 | 2b | 45 60 32 55 | 
sample in | | | 
1938-39 | | : ! 








(a) After June, 1939, indexes are based on sample returns, and male and female indexes for Australia are calculated on the assumption that 
the change in masculinity in the six States is equal to the change in the five States other than New South Wales, for which 
State sample masculinity figures are not available. 
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MALES EMPLOYED IN FACTORIES AS PARCANTAGZ OF ALL PERSONS 
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South | Western | | | 
H Australia | Australia | Tasmania rs 
82.4 | 81.7 | 80.2 i 7.8_| 
e250, | Gl.e | Tie || 18,6 
82.0 ry ae feet 
81.7 0,0 |" Wane | 72.7 
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79.8 72.0 | Vis) | HOR 
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81.9 80.2 80.3 72.3 
81.2 79.7 80.1 72.3 
80.0 78.4 80.0 70.8 | 
81.2 79.9 79.9 72.3 
81.2 79.5 | 20.7 1202 
81.2 79.6 81.0 72.1 
81.1 79.8 81.3 72.1 =| 
81.5 79.7 81.3 12.3 
81.7 | 79.8 | 80.0 73.1 
See | a7 79.6 72.1 
gi.3° | 79,8 79.8 71.8 
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80.4 | 78.42 81.0 71.2 
80.0 | 78.8 81.7 69.7 : 
7962 79.1 81.1 70.2 
19.44 718.8 79.5 10. 0 | 
79.0 78.6 19.3 69, 
79.8 77.9 78.1 ‘ 
1908 16.42 16.1 
1869 T7167 75.0 ia 4 2 
80.0 | 7749 75.0 70.6 a 
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(a) From July, 1939 the State percentages are based on estimates computed 
from returns from "sample" factories, while the vercentage for Aus- 
tralia is calculated on the assumption that the change in masculinity 
the five States, 
than New South Wales, for which sample masculinity figures are not 


in the six States is equal to the change in 


available. 


other 
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MONTHLY _ INDEX OF EMPLOYMANT IN RETATL STORES. 
(Bases July, 1933 = 100) 
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INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES AND QUEENSLAND. 


Working from the basis of the results of tve Census of 30th June, 1933, and 
from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax and returns collec- 
ted from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South Wales has prepared 
n index of employment and unemployment covering all persons dependent on employment in New 
outh Wales, The Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queensland publishes a table com-: 
iled from census results, unemployed insurance contributions, workers’ compensation records, 
nd shop and factory returns. The table gives a comprehensive statement of all persons in 
ork (other than relief work) in Queensland, whether as employees, employers, or independent 
orkers, A full percentage of unemployment, covering the whole working population, is also 
hown; this percentage can be defined as the ratio of the number of persons seeking and ca- 
lable of work and not in work, to the total of the working population. 


/NEW 


NEW SOUTH WALKS. 


Percentages of Employment and Unemployment - All 
available wage-earners. 


Owing to the incidence of enlistments and the repercussions of the industrial 
~lispute in coal mines it is not possible to compile an index of employment and unemployment 
for May, 1940, and later months until further data are obtained. 


ee ee ee ee Ea: STS a oe 
| Percentage of all who are dependent on and 


available for employment 
ae (a) Including as employed | (b) Including all part- 


























the full-time equivalent | time relief workers 
of all part-time relief worker as unemployed 

iimployed | Unemployed : Employed ' Unemployed 
‘\Gensus of 30th June, 1933 74.4 2006 VERS 2000 
1936 = June ae 89.3 IOS 87.1 12.9 
1937 = June ae G30 86S Dierers To 
1938 = June AIC 96k a8) died 4.9 
1939 = May oe 94.3 Denti 93i3 6. 7 
June AC one 6.3 92.6 7.4 
July oi 93inc 6.2 Para | fod 
August .. g85 5) 6.5 92.4 Hols 
September 94.0 6.0 te 7.0 
October.. Joe) B50) 94.1 Diets 
November 95.4 4.6 94.6 De4 
| December OG 3.9 95.4 4.6 
1940 - January... 94.4 5166 eal 6.4 
February Wed 4.9 94.4 DO 
Marche we. GIS) 4.4 94.9 Dia! 
Se ae td ere _ 94,0 6.0 ne Boll 





The indexes were revised in November, 1937. In estimating the increase in the 
number of persons dependent on employment allowance is now made for (a) increase in the pro- 
portion of females who are wage-earners, and (ob) youths who were without occupation but were 
not recorded in the wage-earning group at the Census of 1933, Adjustment for seasonal vari- 
ations in employment is not made except in respect of casual retail employees in December. 
Since the outbreak of war, adjustment is due on account of enlistments in naval, military 
and air forces, and on account of women and adolescents (not formerly of the wage-earning 
group), who have entered employment. Data for such adjustments are being sought. At the 
Census of 30th June, 1933, 15,142 persons dependent on employment returned thomselvos as 
uncriployod by reason of ei aens, accident, etc. or "voluntarily". This number, represen- 
ting 1.8 per cent. of all persons dependent on employment is excluded from the indexes above, 
which relate to percentages of available wage-carners, employed and unemployed. The approxi- 
mate number of persons in private employment was 478,000 in June, 1933; 679,000 in June, 
1939; 700,000 in June, 1940 and 715,000 in August, 1940. 


































QUEENSLAND 
Numbers in Work and Percentages of Se es 
Numbers in Work. 
5 : ’ ; a 7 es 5 oa! Sp ACesla 
Employers | | Working | Percentage 
Period and Workers | Employees for no | Total | of Unotis 
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AVErEBO™) 07228 212,400 306 , 000 
1928-29 204,400 9,100 299,800 13.0 
1929-30 202,800 9; 200 300,000 ieee 
1930-31 190,000 9; 300 289, 000 177 
1931-32 181,300 9,400 282,100 20.3 
1932-33 184,600 9,400 287,100 19.4 
1933-34 194,700 95600 299,000 17.3 
1934-35 214,500 9,700 321, 000 13.0 
1935-36 223,500 95900 332, 300 11.7 
1936-37 234,500 10, 100 345,500 10,0 
1937-38 245, 800 10,300 359,100 8.3 
1938-39 105,100 257,700 10,500 373, 300 ae 
1939-40 107, 200 263,400 107600 381,200 578 
a Teas 107,100 263, 300 10,600 381,000 5.8 
February, |" 1077300 266,900 107600 384, 800 5.0 
March, " 107,500 266, 500 10 3600 384, 600 5.1 
April? " 107,600 265,400 103600 | 383,600 5,5 
Vay, " 197,800 263 5700 103600 382,100 5.9 
June n 1087 000 267,400 10;'700 386 5100 20 
July, " 108, 200 265,600 10,700 384,500 5.6 
ugust, " 1087400 263,600 103700 382,700 | 6.2 
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It should be noted that the foregoing table covers the whole of the working 
population, and that the figures for three-monthly periods have been corrected for scasonal 
yariation. 


TASMANIA 3 ENPLOYMENT 


The following tablo compiled from the wages tax returns of private employers 
in respect of their employees, whethcr subject to or not subject to tax, and from returns 
of Commonwealth, State and Local Government employment, gives the best measure available 
of the course of total cmployment in Tasmania. 
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| | Private Industry | Public Authoritics ee pee 

i ! Uu EO Mah LVate 
| Period eo SS et 


| Males | Fenales | Total : Males | Females: Total | Males Females | eee 






























































ae PE a oe 
1937-36 34,001 ' 10,685 | 44,686 | 10, 581 | 1,825 , 12,406 | 44,582 | 12,510] 57,092 | 
1938-39 ai5 933 | 12,184 | 50, LT | 10,488! 1,879| 12,367; 48,421; 14,063, 62,484 | 
1939-40 39,659 13,151 | 52,610 | 10,725} 1,972] 12,697 | 50, aa 155 123) eae O 
| | 
1938-39- | | | | | | | i 
February 395435 | 12,850 (052, 285 | 10,624 | 1,913 | 12,537 | 50, 7059 | 14,763, 64,822 
March .. | 41,728 | 13,616 | 55 5344 | 10,637] 1,903! 12,540 | 52, 365 | 15,519} 67,884 
April .. | 39,825] 12,543 | 52,368] 10,187] 1,925 | 12, 082 | 50,012 , 14,438) 64,450 | 
May .. | 38,863] 12,191] 51 054 | 10,111} 1,911) 12,022 | 48,974 | 14,102 | 63,076 | 
June .. | 36,964 | 11,883 | 48,847 | 10,208 15925 | 12,133 | 47,172 | 13,805 | 60,980 
i | f | | 
1939-40- | | | | | | | 
July .. | 37,236 | 11,626 | 48,862] 10,100} 1,948! 12,028 | 47,336 | 13,574| 60,910 
August .. | 37,442 | 11,823 | 49,265 | 10,317| 1,958] 12,275 | 47,759 | 13,781 | 61,540 
September | 37,412 | 11,962 | 49,394 | 10,304} 1,950 | 12,334 | 47,796 | 13,932 | 61,726 
October.. | 38,210 | 11,872 | 50,082| 10,665| 1,948 | 12,613 | 48,875 | 13,820 | 62,695 | 
November | 38 966 Ee 334 | 51,300} 10,672] 1,963 | 12,635 a 14,297 | 63,935 
December 40,082 | 13,341 | 53,428 10,960] 1,955} 12,915 | 51,042 | 15,296 | 66,338 
January.. | 41,951 | 13,90 | $5,855 | 10,626 | 1,865 | 12,633 | 52,773 15,769] 68,548 | 
February G1 1676 | 13,230 | 54,906 | 11,052 1,993 | 13,024 | 52,727 | 15,223) 67,950 
March .. | 22,088 | 14,918 | 57,006|11,097/ 1,999 | 13,096 | 53,185] 16,917| 70,102 
April . | 40,792 | 14,541 | 55,333 | 11,060! 2,039/ 13,099 | 51,852 | 16,580] 68,432 
Nay 41,045 14,359 | 55,407 | 11,035 | 2,019! 13,054 | 52,083 | 16,378] 68,461 | 
June Oe 3,012 | 13,883 | 52,895 | 10,531} 2,024 | 12,555 | 49,543 | 15,907] 65,450 | 
\ | 


> { 
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Notes: Owing to a change in the method of collection, monthly figures for 1940-41 are 
not yet available. 











1. For periods up to and including June, 1939, the figures in the table may be 
regarded as providing a virtually complete record of total employment. They are a com= 
bination of monthly figures received currently and annually, covering both private and 
public employment. They are deficient only to the inappreciablse extent that some relief 
and other intermittent workers and domestic workers in private homes are not covered by 
the monthly returns. On the other hand, to the extent that they embrace the majority of 
workers subject to intermittent employment over the whole year, they reflect fully the 
seasonal and all other influences upon employment in Tasmania, 


2s For the months of 1939-40 the figures are estimates based upon the current 
monthly movements of all public authority employment and of about 44 per cent. of total 
private employment. For a given month the figure of total private employment of the 
corresponding month of the previous year is changed in the ratio of tho chango of the 
Current figure of private employment. The indication of the position for all employment 
in Tasmania given by this technical proceduro must be read in the light of other indica- 
tions of current change. 


/UNELPLOYMENT 






The percentages of recorded unemployment among members of reporting Trade 
Unions for Australia as a whole are given below for the June quarter of 1932, when unem- 
ployment was at its maximum and for each quarter from September, 1935 onwards = 


AUSTRALIA, 
1932 = June quarter 30.0 per cent. 
1935 = September " 1S a‘ 
December " Let s 
1936 = March quarter 13.4 per cent. 
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September " 0 ee 
December " 15 ia " 
1937 = March quarter 9.9 per cent. 
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1940 = March quarter 


Ht 


kK 


June 
September " 


8.0 
June . eso 
September " Capt # 
December " 650. 

1939 - March quarter 9.6 per cent, 

June " eo) Hy 
September " te ois Y 
December " Sis N ms 

ae) 

O55 

7.4 





It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each quarter, 
and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, the latest 
figures referred to herein relate to the middle of August, 1940. 


Following the peak point (30 per cent.) in unemployment attained in the June 
quarter of 1932 the percentage dropped continuously to & per cent. in the March quarter 
of 1938. After March, 1938, the index rose with minor fluctuations to 10.2 per cont. 
in the September quarter, 1939, but fell appreciably during each of the next two quarters. 
Concerning the rise to 10.5 per cent. in the June guarter it should be noted that, al- 
though coalmining employees out of work during the period of collection owing to the in- 
dustrial dispute in that industry were excluded from the tabulation, persons in other 
industries indirectly affected by the dispute were included. The fall to 7.4 per cent. 
in the September quarter 1940 brings the figure to the lowest level since August, 1927, 
when it was 6.7 per cont. 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended. 
AUSTRALIA 
Number and Membership of Trade Unions Reporting and Number 


and Percentage of Unemployed. March quarter, 1929 
to September .guarter, 1940. 













‘- | March | June i Jd une | September "Decenber | March ; J une ~ Septem ber | 
BE cat ealia ' Quarter | Quarter | Quarter , Quarter eer Guartor | Quarter | Quarter 
9 | C aye Qg ) 
| | uogs | 1932 1283S ss) a 80 |e 
Number of Unions 375 396 | 394 | 395 | 392 | om ee sell 
Nembership .. 420,304 | 413,272 | 415,059 | 478,000 Sal ie! 483,806 | 475,815 | 496,872 
Unemployed a | hh oa, 
| Number ois 39,159 | 123,948 | 106,502 | 48, 888 44,253 | 38,307) 49,775 | 26560 
| Percentage .. Bas 30,0 | 25.7 | 10.2 he | tae mr? Neh 
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(0 oe fo ee ae ene 





/STATES 


Percentage of Members of Trade Unions Reported_as Uneiployed 
in each State 3 March quarter, 1929 to 
September quarter, 1940. 






















ES LS SN ' GRE SCG Mee eAL RCL Na ARS mean ® marae tee ee get eee al eet tee eT ee hh ne EE et 
| March June | June |Septeaber| December; March {| June i September | 
State _| Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | Quarter ' Quarter | Quarter | Quarter 
L929 1932 | toss.) “999 |) 1939 1. 1940 | 1940(b) 1940 
() () (J fe i je 
7 | | | 
New South Wales.. Py 33.2 206° Ae) TR.6. Cail |) faery |). ise 9.6 
Victoria ae 8.6 Ps 23.0 | 11.2 | 9.0 | 6.5 6.6 | Bre 
Queensland s hed 15.6 5.8 | 5.8| 5.8] 6.8 | 4.9 
South Australia.. Lee a050) Onan | 9.1 | 825 Gers 6.6 
Jestern Australia Bip 26.0 Glee 6.6 | Gag Bale 6.0 
Tasmania aye LOwg 18.4 | Sea Heat | 4.8 0 4.6 
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AUSTRALIA: 9,3 25,7 Kaji. a)9.3| (a 7.4 
it = L Sane 20 ae One | os 3 (a) if 
(a) Revised. (b) In any consideration of tne percentages for the June quarter, 1940, 


it should be borne in mind that, although coalmining employees out of work during the 
period of collection owing to the industrial dispute in that industry were excluded 
from the tabulation, persons in other industries indirectly xffected by the dispute 
were included. 


ROLAND WILSON 


Commonwealth Statistician 
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